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Discussion Guide 
What I Know About You by Éric Chacour 

This book discussion guide can be used by Book Clubs. Or maybe you would like to use this 

guide to enhance your own reading experience as you follow along with Un Livrel/One eRead 

Canada program in April 2026. 

What is Un Livrel/One eRead Canada?  

The Canadian Urban Libraries Council / Conseil des Bibliothèques Urbaines du Canada 

(CULC/CBUC) has created this opportunity for all public libraries to participate in a Canada-wide 

digital reading program. The initiative is like a “one book, one city” initiative, but on a national 

scale and in digital format available in both English and French. 

Past Books 
Public libraries across Canada have participated in past years with these books: 

2019 - Glass Beads, Dawn Dumont 

2021 - Vi, Kim Thuy 

2022 - The Break, Katherena Vermette 

2023 - Tatouine, Jean Christophe Réhel 

2024 - Hotline, Dimitri Nasrallah 

2025 – Valid, Chris Bergeron 

 

 

Glass Beads            
Dawn Dumont

Vi                                      
Kim Thuy

The Break       
Katherena Vermette

Tatouine                     
Jean-Christophe Réhel

Hotline                    
Dimitri Nasrallah

Valid
Chris Bergeron



About the Book 
A heartbreaking tale of a family and an impossible love, torn apart by secrets and 

traditions in late-twentieth-century Cairo. 

As a boy in 1960s Cairo, Tarek knows that his entire life is written in advance. He’ll be a doctor 

like his father, marry, and have children. Under the watchful eyes of his mother and his sister, 

he starts to do just that – until Ali enters his life and turns it upside down. The two men, from 

very different worlds, embark on an unsayable relationship that threatens to tear apart Tarek’s 

family. 

Years later, as Tarek is living a solitary life in Montreal, someone starts writing about him and to 

him, piecing together a past he wants only to forget. But who is the writer of this tale? And will 

he figure it out in time? 

About the Author 
Born in Montreal to Egyptian parents, Éric Chacour has shared his life between France and 

Quebec. A graduate in applied economics and international relations, he now works in the 

financial sector in Montreal. What I Know About You is his first novel. 

About the Translator 
Pablo Strauss’s recent translations of fiction from Quebec include The Second 

Substance, Aquariums, Fauna, and The Dishwasher. He is a three-time finalist for the Governor 

General’s Literary Award for translation. Pablo grew up in Victoria, BC, and has lived in Quebec 

City for two decades. 

Discussion Questions  
Questions About Characters  

1. How did you interpret Tarek’s internal conflict between his personal desires and the 

expectations placed on him? 

 

2. Which character did you find the most sympathetic, and why? 

 

3. The author gives us characters who often hide parts of themselves. How does secrecy 

shape their relationships? 

 

4. Did your feelings about Tarek change over the course of the novel? What moment 

shifted your perspective the most? 

 

5. How do secondary characters reflect or challenge Tarek’s worldview, his family 

members, colleagues, friends? 

 



6. What role does shame play in the characters’ choices, and how does it manifest 

differently across the cast? 

 

7. Tarek’s apartment is described as sparse with no pictures on the walls and hardly any 

furniture, what does that say about his time in Canada, especially when compared to 

walking into his mother’s apartment after she dies?   

Questions About Plot / Setting 
1. The novel moves between past and present. How did this structure affect your reading 

experience? 

 

2. Were there any turning points that surprised you, or did the story feel inevitable? 

 

3. How does the setting (both cultural and political) shape the plot’s direction? 

 

4. If you had to identify the novel’s central conflict, what would it be? 

 

5. How did you interpret the ending?  Was it hopeful, tragic, ambiguous, or something 

else? 

 

6. Tarek must hide to try to fulfill family and societal obligations. What would you have done 

in his situation? 

Questions About Reading Experience 
1. The novel explores identity, belonging, and forbidden desire. Which theme resonated 

most strongly with you? 

 

2. Did you find the book more character driven or theme driven? How did that influence 

your enjoyment? 

 

3. Were there moments where you wished the narrator had revealed more or less?  How 

did you feel about the story being written in second person? 

 

4. What aspects of the story felt universal, and what felt tied to its specific cultural context? 

 

5. Did this book remind you of any other books? Who do you most want to read this book? 

 

6. Are there lingering questions from the book you're still thinking about? 

 

7. How did the change in narration at the end of the book affect you as a reader? Was 
it a revelation? Did it confuse you? 

Questions About Author 
1. The author’s prose is often described as elegant and restrained. How did his writing style 

shape your experience? 



2. What do you think he is ultimately trying to say about the cost of silence? 

3. If you could ask Éric Chacour one question about his choices in the novel, what would it 

be? 

4. How does the author balance personal narrative with broader social commentary? 

Reviews 
"A splendid exercise in melancholy and heartbreak with highly empathetic characters, Chacour’s 

first novel is beautifully written and superbly translated from the French by Pablo Strauss. It is 

not to be missed." – Michael Cart, Booklist ★ STARRED Review 

“What I Know About You is a cerebral yet emotionally resonant slow burn with an intriguing 

structure that serves Chacour’s plot extremely well. In any language, this is a devastatingly 

beautiful story”. – Dorry Cerny, Quill and Quire ★ STARRED Review 

“Chacour’s exceptional restraint in divulging information lets the tension build, carrying the book 

into the revelation of who is writing Tarek’s story. All the author’s formal risks result in well-

earned rewards”. Kirkus Reviews ★ STARRED Review 

"This novel is a searing love story that moves between Egypt and Montréal, that shifts between 

hearts, highlighting the sacrifices the characters feel they have to make for the ones they love. 

Romantic, surprising, mesmerizing, and so devastating, What I Know About You examines the 

terrible costs of family secrets and toxic shame." – Suzette Mayr, author of The Sleeping Car 

Porter 

“What I Know About You announces Chacour as a storyteller of rare ability: deeply emotional in 

his substance, elegant and restrained in his style. Chacour is a master of perspective and 

careful revelation. In his hands, this story about taboo love and a family’s legacy overflows with 

crushing beauty as it grips readers in its world. What I Know About You is cruel and tender, 

surprising and inexorable, delicate and overwhelming, necessary and timeless. It is a story that 

is unlikely to be forgotten.” – 2024 Atwood Gibson Writers' Trust Fiction Prize jury 

Awards 
NOMINATED FOR THE 2026 DUBLIN LITERARY AWARD 

LONGLISTED FOR CANADA READS 2025 

CBC BOOKS CANADIAN FICTION BOOKS TO READ IN FALL 2024  

SHORTLISTED FOR THE 2024 GILLER PRIZE 

FINALIST FOR THE 2024 DAYNE OGILVIE PRIZE FOR LGBTQ2S+ EMERGING WRITERS 

FINALIST FOR THE ATWOOD GIBSON WRITERS' TRUST PRIZE  

STARRED REVIEWS IN KIRKUS, BOOKLIST AND QUILL & QUIRE 

 



Éric Recommends  
La promesse de l’aube - Promise at Dawn by Romain Gary  

La fille d’elle-même - Dandelion Daughter by Gabrielle Boulianne-Tremblay  

L’avenir - The Future by Catherine Leroux  

La sombra del viento (in French : L’ombre du vent) - The Shadow of the Wind by Carlos Ruiz 

Zafón    

Librarian Recommends 
Blessings by Chukwuebuka Ibeh 

Cinema Love by Jiaming Tang 

Le femme qui fuit (Suzanne) by Anaïs Barbeau Lavalette 

Someone by Alice McDermott 

As the Andes Disappeared - Là où je me terre by Caroline Dawson 

Jacaranda by Gaël Faye  

Everything is Fine Here by Iryn Tushabe 

Cinema love : a novel by Jiaming Tang 

Bolla by Pajtim Statovci 

Songs for the brokenhearted : a novel by Ayelet Tsabari 

 

 

 

  



Tips and Resources  

Book Club Best Practices 
Book clubs are a fun and engaging way to bond with other book lovers and explore new ideas 
and authors. By showing respect for each other and the book, we create a friendly atmosphere 
for discussion. 

Here are a few simple rules to guide us: 
 

1. Take turns. When someone has something to say about the book, we want to make sure 
that they are heard. 
 

2. Remember to talk about the book. All of you committed to reading the book. With that in 
mind, let’s stick to the book discussion. 

 
3. If you didn’t read the book, that’s okay. Please participate anyway. You probably have 

some good general input to give, even without reading the book.  
 

4. Be gracious and respectful in your comments. If you didn’t like the book, consider a 
statement such as “This book was horrible!” might halt the conversation and be seen as 
disrespectful to those who did enjoy it. It’s fine to say that it wasn’t your favourite title. 
Beyond that, find constructive ways to contribute to the conversation. And remember, 
there are many ways of interpreting a book/passage. 

 
5. Bring some questions for discussion if you want. Book clubs are always more enjoyable 

when members are participating and engaging with one another. Feel free to ask the 
group your questions. 

 
6. Keep an open mind. Even if this book isn’t something you think you’re interested in, 

please give it a chance. It might surprise you. Un Livrel/One eReads Canada promotes 
Canadian authors and we hope to introduce you to some new favourite titles. 

 

Credit: Oakville Public Library 
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